Why Use Peer Review?

Peer review provides benefits for both the instructor and student. 

· Frequent writing assignments that do not increase the grading workload. Peer review enables frequent student writing in any course without overloading the instructor with extra papers to grade. 

· Students develop key skills such as abstracting, developing arguments, describing, assessing, criticizing, analyzing, and reviewing. With the assignments, students encounter engaging ideas, ponder important issues, and develop critical thinking skills. 

· Student learning may be enhanced in the overall field of science. Peer review allows students to experience first-hand the "collaborative process of construction and refinement of knowledge, the subjective nature of evaluation and peer review, and the role of creativity in research" (Trautmann et al., 2003). 

· New technology enables electronic peer review outside of class hours, increasing the flexibility of this type of assignment. With students balancing their academic, personal, and/or professional lives, having students work on peer review outside of class and/or the use of technology makes peer review more convenient. Students can work around their individual schedules instead of trying to coordinate meeting times. Students have the option to use the technology necessary from home in addition to school facilities. 
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