                      University of Houston-Downtown

                      Computer and Mathematical Sciences Department

Math 1301 College Algebra

Syllabus Summer III 2010
Instructor:  Frankie T. Solomon
        Office: 731-S   
        Phone: (713) 221-8942

Office Hours:  M-R 11-12:20 & 2:40-3:40 (Also by appointment)
  E-mail:  solomonf@uhd.edu 

Math 1301 College Algebra    CRN 40090   12:30 – 2:30 pm  M-R        Room N702
Purpose:  This course provides the background in algebra necessary for further study in mathematics and its applications.  This course presents college-level topics in algebra including variation, systems of equations and inequalities, nonlinear inequalities, functions and their graphs, lines, quadratics equations and functions, complex numbers, polynomials, exponential and logarithmic functions, the algebra of functions, an introduction to plane analytic geometry and applications related to these topics.

Prerequisites:  A grade of “C” or better in Math 1300, math placement exam taken at UH-Downtown, or a score of 270 or higher on the math section of THEA.

Textbook:  Essentials of College Algebra with Modeling and Visualization, 3rd ed., by Gary K. Rockswold, Addison-Wesley, Boston, MA, 2008.

*Textbooks are available in the UHD bookstore.  This book comes bundled with a student access code for MyMathLab which is a comprehensive mathematics program that automatically grades online homework assignments.  It further provides online access to a complete electronic version of the textbook.  In order to use MyMathLab students must purchase a Student Access Code from either UHD bookstore or online at www.coursecompass.com.  
*For emergency situations, a copy of this book is kept on reserve in the UHD library and the Math Lab (925N).

Resource Materials:  Students enrolled in Math 1301 have access to the Math Lab in the Academic Support Center (925-N) with the following amenities:
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Math Lab Open for Summer Tutoring:  Mon-Thurs 8am- 8pm  
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Over 50 hours of free one-on-one walk-in tutoring during long semesters
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Math faculty and math/computer science student assistants as tutors
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Videotapes/DVDs of the textbook available for viewing in the Math Lab

· Saturday tutoring hours available during the long semesters in the Math Lab N925 
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Departmental final exam review the week before the final (summers excluded)
[image: image6.png]



Plenty of room for small groups and board work on the homework problems in the Lab
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Math library with countless math books for additional problems to solve
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Learners Community Math Lab (405S) is available to this class during long semesters
Method of Evaluation:
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Three (3) major in class exams at 100 points each.

· My Math Lab on-line homework counts for Exam 4.  There is mandatory on-line homework for each section with a due date included.  This homework can be done anywhere you have access to the Internet and you have loaded the proper plug-ins.
· A comprehensive departmental final exam:   
1. The final contains 40 multiple choice problems

2. The final counts for 1/3 of the course grade

3. If the final exam score is less than 50, regardless of the course average, an “F” grade will be given.

4. There are no make-ups for missed exams or quizzes, so be present.  The final exam will replace one missed exam.  I do not drop any grades; however I will replace your lowest tests score with your final exam score if it’s higher.

5. A scientific calculator is required for this course; however if you own a graphing calculator it may be used (with graphing function turned off) in class on all in class exams, quizzes, and the final exam.

6. The grading scale is: 90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, and 0-50 F. 

7. Maximum Points possible this semester are 400.

**COURSE GRADE   =   2/3(class average) + 1/3(final exam)

Tentative Examination Schedule:



Exam 1
Wednesday July 14

Exam 2
Thursday July 22

Exam 3
Monday August 2

Exam 4
My Math Lab Online Homework


· Final Exam:  Wednesday August 4, 2010 from 12:30 to 2:30pm  
**College Algebra Survival Tips and Hints**
· Be on time and attend every class sessions

· READ the assigned homework sections from your textbook
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Buy a 3-ring binder to keep all notes, homework, quizzes, and exams.

· DO ALL THE MY MATH LAB ON-LINE HOMEWORK PROBLEMS!!

· On-line homework counts as one exam grade

· Sit to the front to avoid distractions

· Keep up with your professor; do not fall behind the class

[image: image11.png]



Use the Math Lab (925N) or the LC (405S) for help with all homework
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Use the CD included with your textbook, IT IS VERY HELPFUL
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Become part of a small group (3-4) that meets frequently to do homework and study for exams.  The Math Lab can accommodate such small groups.
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The last date to withdraw from a course and get the “W” is Thursday July 29
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The last teaching day is Tuesday August 3. 
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Supplies needed:  1 blue book and 4 scantrons.
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I am available to help you anytime you see me on campus.  Use my office hours frequently for homework questions or academic questions as they arise
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Attend the Final Exam Review.  The date will be announced later. (long semesters only)
*The My Math Lab Homework is very important in this course.  The homework is the set of practice problems chosen and designed to help you successfully get the hands-on problem solving work you need to apply the concepts taught in the lecture.  Do all of these problems and for added practice you may use the suggested textbook problems from the attached list.  The on-line My Math Lab counts for one exam grade.  Each on-line homework section has a due date.  Be aware of the due dates for each set of homework.  You may print the problems and work them out on paper.  You will need a textbook for this course, either a hard-copy or the e-book that comes with your Student Access Code.[image: image19.png]



